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Global SeHReliance Network: Meeting in Nairobi

Glenn Schwartz

Over the past twentfive years | have mad
many visits to Africa conducting seminars a
consultations on issues of local sustainabili
Never had | looked forward to a consultation
much as one in Nairobi held on November-
14, 2009. | already knew that good things we
happening in East Africa, so my anticipation v
high before | left home.

thirty-five groups of villagers who put in their
own money from which loans are being made.
There are currently 850 families receiving loans
from local resources.

For me the high point in this consultation came
on the last day when Pastor James from
Uganda shared his story. Pastor James minis-
ters among the villagers on the islands of Lake
Victoria. He has begun to conduct a series of
selfreliance seminars designed to attract ron
believers. The topics include such things as
Dr. John Gatu (known as the father of self ~ problem solving team building, planning and
reliance in East Africa) with some 42 YSiKA Y TheelsSandOresbutcds d &
attendees at the Nairobi consultation the needs and resources session the group is

two of whom had some years of experience asked to make lists of their needs. Then they

Cambodia. This event was organized by Afri that they still had selfvorth and had something '€ @sked to list resources that could be used
church leaders with very litle input from mi2 3IAGS ol O] G2 D2RH© helpgmeed 51??2 geeds. hRasjor Jg@e&z§ap§
which is as it should be. Since this gather the Macedonians of Il Corinthians 8 who beggddiat People cannot believe their own creativity
was by invitation only it was limited to the si: for the privilege of giving out of severe trial and" diScovering what resources they already
teen participants who were there. Reports extreme poverty?) By the time Pastor GracBaVe to meet the needs they listed.
what happened follow. finished telling his stories, everyone in the congyt such secular sounding topics are only part
sultation knew why we were there, and we got &f what Pastor James and his colleagues have
Pastor Grace Kabuye of Uganda enthusiastic glimpse of this new release of creativity in Afy offer. They also include sessionsforgive-
shared what God is doing through their work rica. He and his colleagues currently have invitgass and the FatherHeart of God Pastor
Uganda and several surrounding countries. tions to conduct seminars in Tanzania, Congames says that about one third of those who
and his colleagues have already done -s and as far away as Sierra Leone and EQypt.  attend their seminars are Christians, another

reliance seminars in Kenya, Tanzania, Buru . . ; iavi ; ;

Wout  North 5 Y | Las  The second day of the consultation, time wathird are nonbellevm_g African villagers and the
estern and Northern Uganda, as well as int . remainder are Muslims! Pastor James says he

region in and around Kampala and Entebl 91 for more reports from Uganda. Pasto ometimes sees more interest in sedfiance

They have seen remarkable things happen. Fred Kimbagaya gave an outstanding present_a- mona nobelievers than he d

two places where they conducted seminal tion. He told how a development agency in higsSues ahc_) g chelievers I'a € hoes |

local people subsequently raised enough fur 8€2 began a micro loan project with funds fronf ™" christians. .One Mustim man as e

overseas. The people did not repay their loarl§2dy become a believer through the seminars

to purchase a vehicle for their leadersn one hich they only started earlier this year. One
place a bishop and in another, a pastor. Noth because they felt there was more money wher&

: : . that came from. Pastor Fred said that becauddus!im sheik borrowed my book\hen Char-
does more to stimulate selkliance thinkin : iqni
9 the loans were not repaid, they decided to closiY Destroys Dignifyfrom Pastor James and has

than a few successful events like that. it
the program. Not one to give up easily, Past(ﬁ]ready read it twice!

In the northern part of Ugandg an area that Fred said they shifted to raising funds from the . .
has suffered so much from wapeople thanked local people in what are called village savindd'€Ver dreamed that dealing with dependency
Pastor Grace and his colleagues for telling th and loan societies. They have since establishE&FU€S would lead African pastors in directions

For this consultation nine church leaders frc
Uganda made the journey overland. In additic
one Zambian church planter traveled overlal
for five days on alhight buses and mini vans
Several attended from Kenya and one man ca
from Nepal. Three of us from the USA attend:

(Continued on pagg)
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such as Muslim evangelism or speaking into situations where African traditiongl
religion prevails. | was thinking primarily of the Christian movement. But thi
Nairobi seminar opened my eyes and showed that the sky could well be the limit
as the Christian message is woven into seminars that have implications for t
wider world. Imagine the impact if thelobal SeHReliance Networkwere to
spread far and wide in Africa and elsewhere.

Missions Fest Lancaster Update
Sara Costalas

Many exciting things have been happening here at
Missions Fest Lancaster. The MFL Conference is abot
three months away (February 28, 2010), and we
are in full planning mode. In midovember, we had
our first Planning Committee meeting, where each
Committee Coordinator gathered to update the group
on the activities of their areas. It was an encouraging
and exciting time for all.

To God be the glory!

Visit to Zimbabwe, July-@24, 2009

Dr. Robert Reese
Associate Professor of Cre8siltural Ministry
Mid-Atlantic Christian University About sixty mission agencies will exhibit at the Con-
ference. Over fifty seminars on different mission
metracks and topics will be offered throughout the week-

5 end. There will be four keynote speakers: Steve Saint

What a way to begin a first trip outside the United States! Three MACU students, s
of whom were leaving the States for the first time, found themselves with me on a
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hour nonstop flight from New York to Johannesbur
South Africa. That was just the beginning of many adv
tures that took us to South Africa and Zimbabwe. In Bu
wayo, Zimbabwe we joined up with a team from Creeksi
Christian Fellowship in Irvine, California, making a group
thirteen altogether.

Our daily schedule was packed with events both for lear
ing and sharing. We began by learning from such people
Bafundi Mpofu, current President of the World Conventio
of Disciples of Christ and Eddie Cross, a white Chris
politician in the opposition party in Zimbabwe. Both thes

(IF-Tec, author oEnd of the SpearJo Shetler (Wycliffe
Bible Translators), Glenn Mason (Carver International
Missions), and Morgan Jackson (Faith Comes by Hear

ing).

¢KS ,2dziK YR / KAfRNBYyQa
gether. These two tracks will intentionally seek to

engage young people in missions. The youth will have
their own rally on Friday evening, with guest speaker
Steve Saint and Hiram Ring & Friends leading worship
Home and Christian School children will have their
GCASEtR ¢CNARLX 2y CNRRIFE ¢

veterans explained the current situation in Zimbabwe and their thoughts on what c ) . . .
68 R2yS (2 AYLINROS LIS2LX $Qa tAOSad ship and guest speaker Kurt Jarvis (Chronological Bible
Storying for Kids). Continue to pray that God will

We took part in a gathering of 85 rural church leaders who came to town for an anfual Pring many young people to these events.

Bible school and enjoyed eating a lunch of sadza (stiff cornmeal porridge) with them for a
whole week. During the same week, | taught an intensive course at the TheologicaljCol-
t83S 2F %AYOolLo66S 2y G/ dINNByid LaadzSa A
wrestled with issues related to dependency and globalization, and how Africans ow
have the opportunity to move beyond the debilitating phase of colonial missions to mike
a positive contribution to World Christianity.

22NI R aAhaaizyaods 9AIKG ¥

We also visited a new agricultural project which
teaches teenage orphans farming skills, as well
as several urban ministries to orphans, the
homeless, and prostitutes. These Christian min
istries are making a difference in difficult circum-
stances; they really challenged us to use our
talents and to sacrifice for the Lord.

After two weeks in Bulawayo, we headed to a
rural area for a series of church meetings i
Nkayi district. Here the language and cultura
barriers were deeper, and the nights on the con
crete floor of a school were colder. But again th
%AYOlLooSlIyaQ SyidKdzaAl

some of them singing all night. African Christiar
ity is certainly infectious!
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Visit our website atwww.missionsfestlancaster.org
for up-to-date information, a detailed schedule of
gexaitg, and spotlight features of major events and
speakers. Thank you for your continued prayer sup-
port!

Robert at a church service in
Bulawayo
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